WHAT DO I LOOK FOR?!?
From the Series “Relationships, God’s Way”

“Weigh every sentiment, and watch every development of
character in the one with whom you think to link your life destiny.
The step you are about to take is one of the most important in
your life, and should not be taken hastily. While you may love,
do not love blindly.
Examine carefully to see if your married life would be happy or
inharmonious and wretched. Let the questions be raised, Will
this union help me heavenward? Will it increase my love for
God? And will it enlarge my sphere of usefulness in this life? If
these reflections present no drawback, then in the fear of God
move forward.” {Adventist Home, pg 45; White}
“Before giving her hand in marriage, every woman should
inquire whether he with whom she is about to unite her destiny
is worthy. What has been his past record? Is his life pure? Is the
love which he expresses of a noble, elevated character, or is it a
mere emotional fondness? Has he the traits of character that
will make her happy? Can she find true peace and joy in his
affection? Will she be allowed to preserve her individuality, or
must her judgment and conscience be surrendered to the
control of her husband? . . . Can she honor the Saviour's claims
as supreme? Will body and soul, thoughts and purposes, be
preserved pure and holy? These questions have a vital bearing
upon the well-being of every woman who enters the marriage
relation.
Let the woman who desires a peaceful, happy union, who would
escape future misery and sorrow, inquire before she yields her

affections, Has my lover a mother? What is the stamp of her
character? Does he recognize his obligations to her? Is he
mindful of her wishes and happiness? If he does not respect or
honor his mother, will he manifest respect and love, kindness
and attention, toward his wife? When the novelty of marriage is
over, will he love me still? Will he be patient with my mistakes,
or will he be critical, overbearing, and dictatorial? True affection
will overlook many mistakes; love will not discern
them.” {Adventist Home, pg 47; White}
“Let a young woman accept as a life companion only one who
possesses pure, manly traits of character, one who is diligent,
aspiring, and honest, one who loves and fears God.
Shun those who are irreverent. Shun one who is a lover of
idleness; shun the one who is a scoffer of hallowed things. Avoid
the society of one who uses profane language, or is addicted to
the use of even one glass of liquor. Listen not to the proposals
of a man who has no realization of his responsibility to God. The
pure truth which sanctifies the soul will give you courage to cut
yourself loose from the most pleasing acquaintance whom you
know does not love and fear God, and knows nothing of the
principles of true righteousness. We may always bear with a
friend's infirmities and with his ignorance, but never with his
vices.” {Adventist Home, pgs 47-48; White}
“No man is excusable for being without financial ability. Of many
a man it may be said, He is kind, amiable, generous, a good
man, a Christian; but he is not qualified to manage his own
business. As far as the outlay of means is concerned, he is a
mere child. He has not been brought up by his parents to
understand and to practice the principles of selfsupport.” {Adventist Home, pg 93; White}

“Upon no account should the marriage relation be entered upon
until the parties have a knowledge of the duties of a practical
domestic life.” {Adventist Home, pg 87; White}

2)
3)

“Many of the branches of study that consume the student's time
are not essential to usefulness or happiness, but it is essential
for every youth to have a thorough acquaintance with everyday
duties. If need be, a young woman can dispense with a
knowledge of French and algebra, or even of the piano; but it is
indispensable that she learn to make good bread, to fashion
neatly fitting garments, and to perform efficiently the many
duties that pertain to homemaking.
To the health and happiness of the whole family nothing is more
vital than skill and intelligence on the part of the cook. By illprepared, unwholesome food she may hinder and even ruin
both the adult's usefulness and the child's development. Or by
providing food adapted to the needs of the body, and at the
same time inviting and palatable, she can accomplish as much
in the right as otherwise she accomplishes in the wrong
direction. So, in many ways, life's happiness is bound up with
faithfulness in common duties.” {Adventist Home, pg 89; White}
“Here are things which should be considered: Will the one you
marry bring happiness to your home? Is [she] an economist, or
will she, if married, not only use all her own earnings, but all of
yours to gratify a vanity, a love of appearance? Are her
principles correct in this direction?” {Adventist Home, pg 45;
White}
Covenant Challenges (Based upon God’s Promises to Us)
1) Covenant that you will not look at the shallow
appearances of the outside when you are looking for a

4)

spouse, but that you will look at the inward character of
the heart instead.
Covenant that you will not be blinded by passion or love.
Covenant that you will only be in a relationship that will
help increase your love for God and will help you to grow
heavenward.
Covenant that you will surrender yourself to God
everyday so that He may make you into a godly or a
virtuous person!

Suggested Reading: Letters to Young Lovers; Ellen White

